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scandalous in their profession, but rather, the
wickeder they were, the fitter for the priesthood or
augur ate. How far the same maxim may hold in
some of the sacred order in the world at this time,
if I was of their number, I should not vote to have
it examined.

And now for the ceremonies of the augur's trade;
for we must note, that the art magic had always
abundance of dark and uncouth usages attending
It, as it has to this day; raising the Devil was not
done with a whistle, like calling a dog; or with a
beck of the head or hand, as we beckon to ser-
vants when we call them silently to come near us ;
the Devil knew very well that his affair must be
clothed with ceremony, or it would not take with
the world, or at least, would not hold long in it.

The pagan rites were indeed loaded with burden-
some ceremonies ; all the Devil's worship was filled
with conjurings and mutterings, strange gestures,
agitations, ecstacies, and I know not how many dis-
tortings of the limbs and countenances, wild prac-
tices and frightful noises, that filled the people with
terror, and with a kind of awful horror at the ma-
jesty of their gods.

The augur's observations were attended with a
great variety of those things, as the apparatus to
their visions, or whatever else they were to be called.
The augur first placed himself upon a high tower
like one of our observatories, and perhaps the tower
erected upon a high hill, as upon the Mons Palatinus
In Rome: here he seated himself in the clearest
day, or in a starlight night, to observe what came
by him, or in his sight, by day, or what he might
hear or see by night.

He held in his hand a lituus, that is, a crooked
staff, with which he used a great many wild ges-
tures and motions; and he had on his grave
a^ that Is, his southsaying gown or mantle; he